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to the Turks. He stated that the onslaught of this one-
sided and unreliable information about any people would,
after a period of years, stir up a hostility and hatred that
could not be easily overcome. He added, "Whenever I
pick up a paper of eastern news I pray, *0h Lord, endow
me with a suitable sense of unbelief/ " The effect of the
continuous stream of misinformation has come to such a
point that most people are more than ordinarily unwilling
to believe what does not accord with their personal views.
It may be recalled that Mr. "Walter Lippmann in " Public
Opinion" tells the interesting story, that when General
Joffre was being photographed it was thought necessary
for the purpose to tack up several maps on the wall. The
unwillingness of the portrait taker in this simple incident
to make a likeness of the great French general in the
true atmosphere illustrates, in a minute degree, the diffi-
culties involved in portraying Eastern happenings in
their real light.
The plan followed in "Modern Turkey" has been to
select subjects of far-reaching importance and then as-
sign the writing of certain of them to representative au-
thorities. Without exception, the writers have been in
Turkey and most of them have lived there. A unique
feature is the number of Turks who have contributed will-
ingly to a book of this character: furthermore, their chap-
ters were the first ones received and in each case without
even a suggestion of financial compensation. None of the
contributors placed any restrictions upon the author re-
garding manuscript changes or time of publication.
Because of great distances and the need for condensation,
the author, as editor, has taken many liberties for which
he stands ready to express his apologies to both readers
and contributors. Publication was deemed inadvisable
during the turmoil of 1920-1922: hence the contributed
articles, all of which with the exception of Government

